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Deadline to Apply for the 2017 Summer Session: 
     (1) ASPIRE (for high school students): February 28, 2017  

     (2) MOTSRTP (for university students): March 3, 2017 

 MOTIONS (Multi-Organ Transplant Insight Outreach and 

Networking Society) is a student association founded at UofT 

seeking to alleviate the shortage of transplantable organs in 

Ontario, as well as bring light to the many social stigmas and ethical 

dilemmas surrounding transplantation. In the past, MOTIONS mainly 

dealt with educating the student body at UofT; however this year, 

MOTIONS has also placed enormous efforts to reach out into the 

community. In total, 20 Organ Donor Registration Drives were held 

with a dozen new community partners.  

 The activities that MOTIONS partook in can be divided into 

two broad categories: academic engagement and public outreach. 

With regards to academic engagement, one of the highlights this 

year was the annual MOTIONS debate. Dr. Daniel Buchman (UHN 

bioethicist) and Andrea Norgate (UHN Pancreas Transplant 

Coordinator) in addition to two students Roman Zyla and Theodora 

Brunn debated whether lifestyle choices should be a determinant in 

eligibility for transplantation. As well, MOTIONS was able to engage 

students via partaking in the Toronto Science Expo and University of 

Toronto’s Frost Week Fair. 

 In the realm of public outreach, MOTIONS has strived to raise 

awareness on organ donation in faith-based communities. While 

there were difficulties in accessing certain communities, MOTIONS 

was warmly welcomed by three distinct denominations of 

Christianity (Catholic, Anglican, and Presbyterian) as well as Hindu, 

Muslim, and Jewish places of worship. MOTIONS also partnered 

with the Chinese Renal Society to educate ethnic communities. After 

visiting these various communities, MOTIONS learned that it was not faith that was the barrier to donation; rather 

procedural misconceptions, particularly about eligibility, were the most common obstacles.  

 In the future, MOTIONS hopes to reach out to even more communities and further bring light to the need for organ 

donation. We hope these efforts may eventually assuage social stigma and clarify the many misconceptions which impede 

registration today. 

Members of MOTIONS setting up for  

an Organ Donor Registration Drive. 

Engaging with the community! 

Fall/Winter 2016 Edition  

The Official Newsletter of the Multi-Organ Transplant Student Research Training Program  

TRANSPLANT CONNECTIONS 
Integrating Education and Research Into Clinical Practice  

 At the end of each Fall/Winter session since 2011, 
trainees of the MOTSRTP (Multi-Organ Transplant Student 
Research Training Program) have competed for the title of 
Dragon’s Den Champion in the fifth annual Dragon’s Den 
competition in Healthcare Innovation. This unique competition 
allows trainees with a diverse range of education levels – high 
school to graduate students – and skill sets to tackle current 
problems facing kidney transplantation. This year’s winning 
project is the web-based app called My Kidney Path. This app 
would help patients undergoing  pre-transplant assessment for 
a kidney transplant monitor their status at any given time in 
the process and will inform them on what they still need to 
complete. In addition, clinicians can also use this app to keep 

track of all of their patients individually and display the overall 
kidney transplant trends at the institution. Users will also 
receive automated updates and can review definitions  ad 
description of tests and medical terms. 
 This project is one of the first interactive visual web 
application to use real-time patient data to allow transplant 
candidates to understand and track their assessment. The 
prototype will be subsequently evaluated by both transplant 
patients, and members of the kidney transplant team for both 
clarity and efficacy. The My Kidney Path project was developed 
as part of a Master's Research Project by Sonia Seto, a student 
in the Biomedical Communications Program at the University 
of Toronto.  
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Current Events 

MOTSRTP’s Annual Dragon’s Den Competition 
 Author: Martha Ghebreselassie 

(From L to R) MOTSRTP trainees: Jayoti Rana, Pei Xuan Chen, Monika Ashwin, Vivian Tia, Franz Marie Gumabay, Sonia Seto,  Mirriam Mikhail, 

Segun Famure, co-director of MOTSRTP, and Dr. Atul Humar, Medical Director of MOT Program.  

 
Secondary School Student Trainees 

Jaya Manjunath 

Mary Zhu 

         Jaya Manjunath has just graduated from 

           St. Clement’s School with Advanced  

   Placement (AP) with honours. In  

   September 2016, she will begin the 

            Guaranteed Medical Program at St.  

                   Bonaventure University, majoring in 

biology. Once she completes her undergraduate degree, 

she will start medical school at The George Washington 

University School of Medicine and Health Sciences.  

Mary Zhu, recipient of the ‘Best ASPIRE Award’ for 

2016, has been admitted to the highly competitive 

QuARMS program at Queens University with the 

distinguished Chancellor’s Scholarship. This unique 

program streamlines entry into medical school, 

offering students direct admission at the 

conclusion of second year. 



 

Program News 

Authors:  Mary Zhu and Carrie Wang 

MENTOR SPOTLIGHT: Ani Orchanian-Cheff 
         In this issue’s Mentor Spotlight, we introduce Ani Orchanian-

Cheff, an Information Specialist and Archivist at University Health 
Network (UHN) who currently works with the Multi-Organ Transplant 
(MOT) program. In the library, she provides literature searches and 
training in informatics, using library resources efficiently and evidence-
based medicine, while also helping with systematic reviews and MOT 
students on their research projects.  
 Orchanian-Cheff started her career as the Archivist for Princess 
Margaret Hospital and when Princess Margaret merged with Toronto 
General Hospital, she expanded her role into medical librarianship, 
choosing as one of her specialties the area of transplant due to its 
importance and priority at UHN.  

 When later asked to provide literature search 
training sessions for new MOTSRTP students, Orchanian-
Cheff believed it was a great way to grow the research 
skills of the students and provide them with an idea of 
the breadth of resources available to them at UHN – a 
task she passionately continues to this day. Orchanian-
Cheff considers her work, particularly participating in the development of search strategies of systematic reviews, 
very specialized and rewarding. She finds MOTSRTP students very eager to learn and enjoys showing them how to 
conduct professional and scholarly literature searches and working with them to develop the expertise they need to 
pursue further work in research. Above all, what she loves most about working with the MOT are the people she 
encounters and works alongside in the program. 

 

Ani Orchanian-Cheff 

Students of the MOTSRTP 

Where are they now? 

University of Oxford 
Theodora Bruun entered MOTSRTP in 

September 2015 and will be attending 

the PhD program in Fall 2016. 

 

UofT—PharmD Program 
Elaine Lai entered MOTSRTP in May 2015 and 

will be attending the PharmD program in Fall 

2016. 

 
UofT—Master’s Program 
Asha Sardar entered MOTSRTP in September 2015 

and will be attending the Masters in Management 

and Innovation program in Fall 2016. 

 

UofT—Medical Program 
Magdalene Au (May 2015), Eva Bain (May 2015), 

Christie (Xinyun) Liang  (in May 2011) and Mirriam 

Mikhail (September 2015) will be attending the MD 

program in Fall 2016. 
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      I love doing research, learning new 

 things, … [and] sharing my knowledge  

with students and clinicians. 

“ 

” 

 UofT—PharmD Program 

 
UofT—Master’s Program 
Asha Sardar entered MOTSRTP in September 2015 

and will be attending the Masters in Management 

and Innovation program in Fall 2016. 

Queen’s University 
Rachel Oh  entered MOTSRTP in 

September 2014 and will be attending 

the MD program in Fall 2016. 
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Johns Hopkins University 

 
University of Ottawa 
Anastasiya Muntyana entered MOTSRTP 

in September 2013 and attended the MD 

program in Fall 2015.  

Esther Kim entered MOTSRTP in May 2011 and 

will be attending the PhD Epidemiology program 

in Fall 2016. 

SPOTLIGHTS 

 

Madeleine Stein is currently a third 

year undergraduate student at 

Queen’s University, studying biology. 

As part of the MOTSRTP since 2015, 

she has been involved with a variety 

of projects, including maintenance of 

the Heart Failure Database, and 

working on studies about prognosis 

after graft dysfunction, as well as 

comparing therapeutic options for 

aortic valve replacement. In the fu-

ture, she aims to pursue a career as 

a physician, as well as conduct re-

search in global and community 

health. 

  Madeleine Stein               Eva Bain                   Jayoti Rana 

Having completed her Honours 

Bachelor of Science degree at 

McMaster University, Jayoti is now 

pursuing a Master of Public Health 

in the Epidemiology Stream at the 

University of Toronto. Since joining 

in 2015, she’s worked many tasks 

ranging from conducting a system-

atic review to administering re-

search questionnaires in the trans-

plant clinic. Jayoti has been thrilled 

that this program has given her an 

opportunity to apply her unique 

skills in a clinical research context. 

Eva has been conducting inpatient 

frailty assessments of cardiac 

transplant patients and implementing 

the internationally — agreed 

nomenclature for patients with cardiac 

allograft vasculopathy. Recently, she 

completed an invited review on 

medical complications after heart 

transplants for the International 

Journal of Transplantation Research 

and Medicine. Eva graduated in June 

with an Honours Bachelor of Science in 

Life Sciences from Queen’s University 

and will begin her first year of medical 

school at the University of Toronto. 

  BSc Candidate           MD Candidate     MPH Candidate  


