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TRANSPLANT CONNECTIONS 
Integrating Education and Research Into Clinical Practice  

      Founded three years ago, the Multi-Organ Transplant 
Insight Outreach and Networking Society (MOTIONS) is a 
doubly recognized independent student society at the 
University of Toronto. It was founded on the ideal of 
promoting organ donation, and raising awareness of 
issues surrounding the procurement of organs to the 
broader community of U of T’s faculty and staff.  
 This year, MOTIONS undertook a dramatic new 
strategy where, in addition to its traditional goals, it also 
sought to increase academic discourse surrounding these 
issues. To this end, MOTIONS hosted it’s inaugural debate 
to examine the issue of financial incentives in Organ 

Donation. Two expert debaters: Linda Wright (Director of 
Bioethics: UHN) and Andrea Norgate (Pancreas 
Transplant Coordinator) joined students Sabina Freiman 
and Roman Zyla in an intense debate and rebuttal 
session.  
 The debate capped off a busy year for MOTIONS, 
which hosted no less than 4 different organ donation 
registration drives.  Over the coming years, we hope to 
expand these efforts and continue to raise awareness 
about the fundamental issues surrounding 
transplantation.  

Engaging the Community: Music for the Heart and Soul 
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Current Events 

MOTIONS U of  T: Raising Awareness about Organ Donation   
In Speaking With: Maya Deeb 

Authors:  MOTSRTP Music Ensemble  

      Continuing what has become a proud tradition for the MOTSRTP, students 
presented a landmark 5th concert with the Music for the Heart and Soul 
Program.  These concerts are presented in association with UHN’s volunteer 
resources and are open to all staff and patients at Toronto General. The 
repertoire and instrumentation both represented a wide variety of styles and 
eras, with violins, clarinets and pianos playing everything from grand operatic 
arias to traditional melodies from around the world.  
     Perhaps in recognition of their efforts, the MOTSRTP musicians were 
invited for a second concert later this year, and eagerly await the chance to 
perform again.  

The Music for the Heart and Soul Team  



 

Program News 

Author:  Michael Jeanette 

MENTOR SPOTLIGHT: Dr. Istvan Mucsi 

 

     It is with great pleasure that we welcome Dr. Istvan 
Mucsi to the roster of mentors of the MOTSRTP. Dr. 
Mucsi has been a nephrologist and associate professor at 
the Division of Nephrology in the Multi-Organ Transplant 
Program since April 2014, having previously held an 
associate professorship at McGill University. Dr. Mucsi 
received his medical degree from Semmelweis University 
in Budapest in 1988, completed his residency in general 
internal medicine in Budapest in 1993, and underwent a 
clinical fellowship in adult nephrology at the University of 
Toronto from 1994 to 1997. In addition, he earned a PhD 
in cell physiology in 2000 at the Semmelweis University of 
Budapest, where he also holds a cross appointment with 
the Faculty of Medicine; he remains involved in research 
and teaching at the Institutes of Behavioral Sciences and 
Pathophysiology there. 

     Dr. Mucsi has published over 90 papers in international journals, and is a member of numerous 
Canadian and international professional societies, including the ERA-EDTA, the International Society of 
Nephrology, the Canadian Society of Transplantation, and the DOPPS task force on “Patient centered care 
and quality of life”, along with many others. 
     He has a broad research interest in diverse aspects of chronic kidney disease (CKD), including outcomes 
research, bone and mineral disorders, sleep disorders, and the psycho-social aspects of CKD. He strives to 
minimize the gap between research and patient care initiatives through translational practices, continually 
seeking the discovery and implementation of improvements to patient care. 

 

Dr. Istvan Mucsi  

Students of the MOTSRTP 

Where are they now? 

Farid Foroutan 
Farid will be pursuing a Masters 
in Health Research Methodology 
at McMaster University   

 

  

Roman Zyla 
Roman will be studying 
Medicine at the University 
of Toronto  
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   This past March, the University of 
Toronto held its annual Undergraduate 
Research Fair at Hart House, showcasing 
the research work conducted by students 
throughout the academic year. For many of 
these students, it was their first experience 
in the world of research, and both 
excitement and nervousness was teeming 
in the air. Students in the MOTSRTP who 
enrolled through the Research Opportunity 
Program (ROP) were able to show off their 
newfound knowledge and months of hard 
work in a series of poster presentations. 
Curious attendees examined the 3 posters 
presented by MOTSRTP students, and 
noted that they were unique in that no other projects were epidemiological in nature. The students 
themselves also took the opportunity to look around and see the variety of research that goes on in 
the university. Lina El-Faki presented her work investigating parahyperthyroidism in kidney transplant 
recipients. Michelle Liu and Justin Trac displayed their work on the incidence, risk factors and 
outcomes of Epstein-Barr Virus associated post-transplant lymphoproliferative disorder. Finally, 
George Li and Aryeh Price presented their work on the epidemiology of Clostridium difficile infections 
in kidney transplant recipients. 

 

Sabina Freiman 
Sabina will be studying 
Medicine at the University 
of Toronto  

 

Maya Deeb 
Maya will be studying 
Medicine at the University 
of Toronto  

Michael Jeannette 
Michael will be studying 
Medicine at the Touro College 
of Osteopathic Medicine  

Sharing our Knowledge  

U of  T’s Undergraduate Research Forum  
Author:  George Li  

The MOTSRTP’s five ROP students  
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Johnny Huang 
Johnny will be studying 
Medicine at the University 
of Ottawa  



UPCOMING EVENTS... 
Dragon’s Den Competition - Initial Leg: 
Monday, November 30, 2015 from 7:15 - 9:00AM

 
  

EDITOR: Segun Famure 

ASSOCIATES: Imindu Liyanage, George 
Li, Christie Liang, Hilary Pang, Rachel 
Chen, Elaine Lai, Qiqi Lin, Mary Zhu, 
Michael Jeanette  

At the Astellas Conference Room  

End of Year Dinner Party: 
Friday December 18, 2015  

For questions about any of the content, 
or applications, please contact us at: 
motsrtp@uhn.ca.  

Author:  Imindu Liyanage 

Daily Bread Food Bank Visit  
Giving Back 

Being engrossed in an intense transplant 
research program, it’s easy to forget that 
society faces problems other than end stage 
organ diseases. It’s for this reason, along with 
a shared desire to give back to the 
community that the MOTSRTP paused our 
research activities for a morning and 
collectively visited the Daily Bread Food Bank 
Distribution Centre. Students assisted in 
sorting food as well as in the warehouse and 
kitchens. We also learned about the workings 
of Toronto’s largest Food Bank—which not 
only distributes food to visitors, but also 
sends bulk quantities to other food banks and 
community kitchens all across the city. It was an opportunity to set aside the deadlines and team rivalries and 
simply help those less fortunate. Though much hard work was involved, it was an invaluable experience for all 
those involved. We look forward to continued visits, and even more community service in the years to come.  

The Food Bank Volunteers 

 

Hilary was awarded a Milne 

Research award by Victoria 

College of the University of 

Toronto.  This award 

recognizes achievements in 

undergraduate summer 

research.  

Imindu was awarded the 

Nelson Mandela  award, 

recognizing academic 

achievement and a 

commitment to promoting 

global citizenship.   

Hilary Pang  Imindu Liyanage 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 

Dragon’s Den Competition - Final Leg: 
Wednesday, March 23, 2016 from 8:00 - 9:00AM

 
  

At the Astellas Conference Room  
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